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When it comes to mastering the uses of 
POR and PARA in Spanish, there is a very 
simple, yet powerful approach that can 
help you in 95 to 98% of the cases and 
even more. 

Rather than teaching all the uses of POR 
and PARA as all teachers do, I prefer to 
narrow down my teaching. Does that 
mean I am teaching "less" than I should? I 
don´t think so. 

After all, my experience has clearly shown 
me that students are presented with so 
many rules, patterns and uses that they 
are not able to use them well in most 
cases. What do I do? I cut to the chase as 
I am going to show you. 

When do we use PARA? 

1. To express PURPOSE: Any time that 
in English you can use "in order to," in 
Spanish you must use PARA. 

I work to make money (or.. in order to 
make money) 
She studies (in order)  to become a doctor. 
Trabajo PARA ganar dinero. 
 
 
2. To show who the RECIPIENT of an 
action is: 

I bought these flowers FOR you. 
Compré estas flores PARA tí. 
 

The profits are for everyone. 
Las ganancias son para todos. 
 

3. To show DESTINATION: 

I am going TO Spain. 
Voy PARA España. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4. When I want to say BY or FOR a SPE-
CIFIC TIME. 

I need your answer BY Monday. 
Necesito tu respuesta PARA el 
lunes. 
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Julio Foppoli is a teacher of Spanish 

and a teacher of English as a Sec-

ond Language and CEO and Foun-

der of LEARN SPANISH LIVE 

ONLINE, Inc.,  an online educational 

website with a technological edge, 

which specializes in the teaching of 

Spanish as second language via 

audio-conference to native speakers 

of English from all over the world.  

 

He is the author of the successful 

series "Bringing technology to the 

Second Language Classroom," 

aimed at training graduate teachers 

implement technology in their 

classes in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

 

 He has been featured in several 
newspapers and online publications 
and  he as also written several spe-
cial reports on "How to Accelerate 

Your Second Language Learning." 

There’s no reason to fear POR & 

PARA 
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These are all the instances when PARA is used. When do 
you use POR? In all the other instances. As simple as that!  

Any time you want to say something and doubt whether to 
say POR or PARA , just go through this checklist mentally:  

 
IN ORDER TO  
 
RECIPIENT  
 
DESTINATION  
 
SPECIFIC TIME. 
 

If what you want to express fits any of these possibilities, 
then the word to use is PARA. If it doesn´t, use POR. 

POR VS PARA (continues) 

Keeping it simple is key 
to master any language 

http://www.colby.edu/~bknelson/exercises/por_para.html 

 

http://www.indiana.edu/~call/ejercicios/prac_prep_popa01.htm 

 

http://www.indiana.edu/~call/ejercicios/prac_prep_popa02.htm 

 

http://www.bowdoin.edu/~eyepes/newgr/por.htm 

 

http://www.trinity.edu/mstroud/grammar/porpara1.htm 

 

http://www.trinity.edu/mstroud/grammar/porpara2.htm 

 

 

Useful Links to Practice POR VS. PARA 

 

 

Simple enough, right? I chal-
lenge you to try to find and do 
as many exercises on the 
Internet as possible and see 
for yourself how useful and 
accurate this approach is! 

Enjoy! 
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"(...) After a lifetime of frustration I am 
finally able to say I can speak Spanish 
with confidence (...)! Thanks!" 

 
Kevin Gallagher,  

Fayetteville, NC, USA 

"(...)  The one to one lessons have been a 
tremendous help in increasing 
my confidence and giving me a much 
greater speaking and understanding abili-
ty.(...)"  

 
Robert MacMillan,  

Scotland, UK 
 
"(...) Thank you so much for all the great 
teachings. It was so fabulous to be able to 
go to Nicaragua and actually have conver-
sations with people, and once I was im-
mersed in Spanish, it became that much 
easier to understand. I was able to speak 
and make myself understood!!! (...) " 
 

Dinsdale Raddatz, 
Ontario, Canada 

 
"(...)  Learning Spanish with native speak-
ers of the language is an asset, an added 
value to the course (...) "  

 
Greg Martin, 
Florida, USA 

Phone: (914) 613-3335 
Website: http://www.esaudio.net 

E-mail: info@esaudio.net 

We'll take you from where you are, 
to where you want to be. 

Some Student Testimonials 

ESAUDIO is an online educational website with a techno-logical edge, which specializes in the teaching of Spanish as second language via audio-conference to native speak-ers of English from all over the world located anywhere in the globe. 
In a world without frontiers in which Spanish is gaining more prominence by the minute, language cannot be a barrier.  That is why we strive to prepare the best courses on the market to enable our students to succeed in the real world, not just in the classroom.  
 

Our staff is made up of highly qualified international edu-cators with broad experience teaching foreign languages.   
 

Our goal is clear and simple: to make each and every stu-dent proficient in Spanish in the shortest possible time.  
We know what to do and how to get them there.  
 

For a free trial lesson visit:  
http://www.esaudio.net/Spanish/online_classes.html  
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We are on the Web! 

www.esaudio.net  

"(...) I have come to the conclusion that 
you cannot learn a language just by work-
ing on a CD. You need a teacher to guide 
you (...) Thanks for making me aware of 
that."  

 
Deborah Ryan,  

BC, Canada 
 
 

"(...)The one to one lessons have been a 
tremendous help in boosting my confi-
dence and giving me a much greater 
speaking and understanding ability (...) " 

 
Alan Moon 

Scotland, UK 
 
 
 

What are you waiting for? The next 
success story  could be yours… 

 
http://www.esaudio.net  


